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Hocabey Anisina
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Bilkent Universitesi, 12 Kastim’da Ihsan Dogramact Anma Konferansi’na ev sahipligi yapti.
Molekiiler Biyoloji ve Genetik Bolimii'niin diizenledigi etkinligin konuklart me Dr. Peter
Walter (California Universitesi, San Francisco) ve Prof. Dr. Gokhan Hotamishgil (Harvard
Universitesi) idi. Dr. Walter saghkta ve hastalikta katlanmams protein yamti, Dr. Hotamwhgﬂ
ise endoplazmik retikulum ve metabolik homestaz konulu konusmalar gerceklestirdi. Bilkent
Universitesi Miitevelli Heyeti Baskam Prof. Dr. Ali Dogramact, konferans bitiminde Dr. Walter
ve Dr. Hotamishgil’e birer plaket takdim etti.

teden

haberiler

Rektoramiiz Bilkent’in Tarihcesini Anlatt1

universi

Bilkent Universitesi Kiitiphanesi’nin diizenledigi 6glen soylesilerinin 2012-2013 akademik
yilt acihsint Rektor Prof. Dr. Abdullah Atalar yapti. Bilkent Universitesi'nin tarihgesine iliskin
bir sunum gerceklestiren Dr. Atalar, Bilkent’in yaklasik 400 6grenciyle acilan bir tiniversiteden
bugiin 33.000’i askin mezun vermis uluslararast bir egitim kurumu konumuna ilerleyisini,
1984’ten giiniimiize uzanan bilgi ve fotograflarla aktardr.

Umit Berkman’in Ad1 Yasatiliyor

Universitemizin
Ac1 Kaybi

Endustri Mithendisligi Boltimii ogretim
uyelermden Prof. Dr. Barbaros

Tansel vefat etti. Umversﬁemtzde
gorev yaptig1 22 yil boyunca bircok
ogrenci yetistirmis ve 7 yil Endiistri
Miihendisligi Boliimii'niin baskanligini
yuritmiis olan degerli hocamizi
sonsuza ugurlarken, basta ailesi olmak
tizere tiim sevenlerine ve Bilkent
camiasina bassaghgi dileriz.

Gegen yil kaybettigimiz Prof. Dr. Umit Berkman’in adi, Isletme Fakiiltesi’nin MA-330
numarali seminer odasina verildi. Dr. Berkman, Bilkent Universitesi'nde gorev yaptigi 25 yil
boyunca Rektor Yardimciligr, Genel Sekretetlik ve Isletme Boliimit Kurucu Baskanligr gorevlerini
iistlenmisti.



Turkiye Hakkinda
Onemli Bir Eser

Akademik Isler Rektor Yardimcist ve Tiirk
Politikast ve Tarih Merkezi Direktorii Prof.
Dr. Metin Heper, Prof. Dr. Sabri Sayart
(Sabanct Universitesi) ile birlikte The
Routledge Handbook of Modern Turkey
adl kitabin editorlugini yapti. Dunyamn
onde gelen akademik icerikli yaynevlerinden
Routledge araciligiyla okura ulasan bu yapit,
Tiirkiye'nin bolgesel ve kiiresel politikadaki
roliinii tarihsel, kulturel, siyasi, cografi ve
ekonomik agilardan inceliyor. Tuirkiye’nin
Siyasal Hayati, The State Tradition in
Turkey, Ismet Inonii: The Making of a
Turkish Statesman, Historical Dictionary
of Turkey, The State and Kurds in Turkey:
The Question of Assimilation gibi degerli
eserler kaleme almis olan Dr. Heper; Turkiye
Bilimler Akademisi kurucu ve seref tiyesidir.

NANOTAM - Aselsan Isbirligi

Bilkent Universitesi Nanoteknoloji Arastirma Merkezi NANOTAM) ve Aselsan arasinda
Galyum Nitrat (GaN) Transistor ve Tiimlesik Devre Yapimu Igin Ileri Teknoloji Yatirum
konusunda bir anlasma imzalandi. Soz konusu anlasma ile dinya capinda cok az sayida
kurumun elinde bulunan ilgili radar teknolojisi tamamen ulusal olarak tiretilecek; tiretilen
tumlesik devreler cesitli askeri ve ticari uygulamalarda kullanilacak. Bu kapsamda NANOTAM
ve Aselsan’in ortaklasa kuracaklar sirketin ozellikle nanofabrikasyon alaninda faaliyet
gostermesi planlantyor. NANOTAM Direktorii Prof. Dr. Ekmel Ozbay (Fizik ve Elektrik-
Elektronik Miihendisligi Bolumleri), ulkemizde 10 yillik bir siirecte diinyaya rakip olacak

bir diizeyde gelistirilen GaN teknolojisinin, yine Turkiye’de iiretilecek yeni nesil radarlar i¢in
yuksek giiclii nanotransistor ve nanofabrikasyon malzeme tiretimi amactyla kullanilacagim
belirtti. Rektér Prof. Dr. Abdullah Atalar ise bu atithmin, iiniversitelere verilen arastirma
kaynaklarinin gercek yasamda kullamlabilecek tiriinlere déntismesinin bir ornegi oldugunu
vurguladi.

TUBITAKtan Odiller

Tayfun Ozgelik Katja Doerschner

Fen Fakultesi Dekani Prof. Dr. Tayfun Ozcelik, TUBITAK Bilim Odulii’nii Saghk Bilimleri
dalinda kazandi. Dr. Ozcelik, insan genetigi alaninda kalitsal hastaliklara neden olan genlerin
tammlanmast konulu arastirmalart sonucunda bu odiile deger gorildii. Psikoloji Boliimii
ogretim tiyelerinden Yrd. Dog. Dr. Katja Doerschner ise insan beyninin gelisimi, yapist ve
islevini anlama cercevesinde gerceklestirdigi bilissel norobilim, gorsel psikofizik ve goriintilemeli
genomik calismalartyla TUBITAK Tesvik Odiili’ni Sosyal Bilimler dalinda aldh.

Yeni Medya Uzerine

Iletisim ve Tasarim Boliimil ogretim tiyelerinden
Yrd. Do¢. Dr. Ersan Ocak, Portekiz'deki
Avanca Cinema 2012 konferansinda
sundugu yeni medya ve belgesel film yapumi
konulu makalesiyle International Association
for Media in Science (IAMS) tarafindan
odullendirildi. Dr: Ocak’in medya teknolojilerini
yenilikei bir anlayisla belgesel film yapimna
uyguladigim one ¢ikaran IAMS, farkh
tilkelerden gorsel medya arastirmacilarin bir
araya getiren uluslararast bir olusumdur.




Ileri Kontrol
Sistemlerine Dair
Bir Calisma
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Makine Miihendisligi Bolumii ogretim
iiyelerinden Yrd. Dog. Dr. Melih Cakmakct,
Michigan Universitesi'nden Prof. Dr. A. Galip
Ulsoy ve Prof. Dr. Huei Peng ile birlikte

bir ders kitabr kaleme aldi. Cambridge
University Press tarafindan Automotive
Control Systems adiyla yayimlanan soz
konusu kitap, otomotiv alamnda ileri kontrol
sistemleri ve yeni nesil araglarda akill
ulastirma sistemleri bashklarina odaklantyor.

Ogretim Uyelerimize TUBA Asosiye Uyeligi

B RN

Hilmi Volkan Demir Bahar Yetis Kara

Uluslararast lliskiler Boliim Baskant Dog. Dr. Pinar Bilgin, Fizik Boliimii ogretim iiyesi

Dog. Dr. Mehmet Bayindir; Elektrik-Elektronik Miihendisligi ve Fizik boliimleri 6gretim tiyesi
Dog¢. Dr. Hilmi Volkan Demir ve Endiistri Mithendisligi Bolimii ogretim tiyesi Do¢. Dr. Bahar
Yetis Kara, Tiirkiye Bilimler Akademisi’nin (TUBA) asosiye iyeligine secildi. TUBA, asosiye
tiyelerini 45 yasint asmanus bilim insanlart arasindan belirlemektedir.

|
7 E. Lale Demirtiirk’ten

CONTEMPORARY  Bjr Kitap

Ogrencimizin Basarisi

Bilgisayar Miihendisligi Boltimii 4. sinif 6grencilerinden

Emte Caliskan, karth odeme sistemleri ve cipli kart

teknolojisi yazilimi alaninda faaliyet gosteren Cardtek
Group’un cep telefonlaryla ilgili yazilim yanismasinda birinci
oldu. CepteBilet adh projesiyle farkl tiniversitelerden 100
askin ogrenci arasindan birincilige uzanan Cahskan, kagit bilet
kullanimum rafa kaldiran, akill telefonlarda kare kod
teknolojisiyle calisan bir dijital bilet uygulamast gelistirdi.

Soz konusu projenin yilda 500.000 TL kagit tasarrufu
saglayabilecegi ongoriilityor:

AFRICAN
AMERICAN Amerikan Kultirii ve Edebiyat Boltumii ogretim iiyelerinden
NOVEL Doc¢. Dt E. Lale Demirtiirk, The Contemporary African

American Novel: Multiple Cities, Multiple Subjectivities,

and Discursive Practices of Whiteness in Everyday
Urban Encounters baslikl bir kitap kaleme aldi (New York:
Fairleigh Dickinson University Press). Eserinde Afro-
Amerikan romancilarin 19907lardan bu yana yayimladiklar
yapitlar tizerinden siyah ve beyaz bireylerin sosyal iliskilerini
irdeleyen Dr. Demirtiirk, ayrimciligin ABD’deki giindelik
yasama nasil yansidigina edebiyat penceresinden bakiyor.
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Dimitris Tsarouhas’a
Jean Monnet Kurstusii

Uluslararast Lliskiler Boliimii ogretim
ityelerinden Yrd. Do¢. Dr. Dimitris
Tsarouhas, Avrupa Birligi tarafindan
Jean Monnet kiirsiisii ile édillendirildi.
Dr. Tsarouhas, akademisyenlerin Avrupa
Birligi icerikli calismalara yeni projeler
ve yaywlar kazandirmast amactyla
Avrupa Komisyonu tarafindan yiiritilen
bu uygulama ile dinyanin cesitli
universitelerinde Avrupa buittinlesmesi
hakkinda dersler verecek ve Avrupa
Birligi'nde sosyal politika konusunda
seminerler ve atolye calismalan
diizenleyecek.

Sahneye Yolculuk

Tiyatro Bolumii ogrencileri, 2012 yihm
ABD’li yazar Sam Bobrick’in “Yolcular”
adl oyunuyla ugurladi. Bolimiin 6gretim
elemanlarindan Erdal Kiiciikkomiircii’niin
yonettigi oyun, Bilkent Tiyatro Salonu’nda
sahnelendi.

Ankara Tasarim Haftas1

Bilkent Universitesi, bu yil altincist diizenlenen Ankara Tasarim Haftasi’'nin ana ev sahibiydi.
Grafik Tasarim Bolumii, diizenledigi bircok etkinlikle akademisyen, sanatct ve Ggrencileri

bir araya getirirken, ayni boliimden 6grencilerimizin gelecek temalt logo tasarim sergisi de
sanatseverlerin begenisine sunuldu.

Hukuk Fakultesi 10. Yilin1 Kutlada

Hukuk Fakiiltesi, 10. kurulus yildonimii etkinlikleri cercevesinde Anonim ve Limited

Ortaklik Yoneticilerinin Sorumlulugu bashkl bir sempozyum diizenledi. Muitevelli Heyeti
Baskant Prof. Dr. Ali Dogramaci, Rektor Prof. Dr. Abdullah Atalar ve Hukuk Fakiltesi Dekan
Prof. Dr. Osman B. Guirzumar’in konusmalartyla acilan sempozyum, Bilkent ve farkli
tiniversitelerden akademisyenlerin sundugu tebliglerle devam etti. Konuyla ilgili bir diger etkinlik
ise Alman Uluslararasi Hukuki Isbirligi Vakfimn da katkilanyla diizenlenen, telekomiinikasyon
sektdoriinde sozlesme ozgiirlugii merkezli 1. Tiirk - Alman Hukuk Politikast Forumu’ydu.

&7 Sergilerden...

Bilkent Universitesi Kiitiphanesi Sanat
Galerisi, 11 Ekim - 14 Kasim tarihleri
arasinda Fatih Mika’mn resim ve graviir
calismalarina ev sahipligi yapti. Geng kusak
ressamlarindan Mustafa Kula’'mn sergisi ise
yilin son etkinliklerindendi.



E Omer ilday’a
Prestijli Bir Odiil

Fizik Bolumii ogretim tiyelerinden

Yrd. Do¢. Dr. E Omer Ilday, Tiirk Fizik
Dernegi Prof. Dr. Engin Arik Bilim Insani
Odiilii’nit kazandi. Yiiksek eneriji fizigi
icerikli calismalartyla bilim diinyasina
onemli katkilarda bulunmus olan

Prof. Dr. Engin Arik (1948 - 2007) amsina
Tiirk Fizik Dernegince 2008’ den beri
duzenlenen bu odill, egitim ve arastirma
alanlarindaki basanlaryla one ¢tkan geng
arastirmacilara veriliyor.

RATEM’den
Ogrencilerimize Odiil

KORSAN VARKEN, N
BIZ AAAKTR iy,
DURAMATIZ |

Radyo Televizyon Yayincilart Meslek

Birligi (RATEM) tarafindan bu yil
dorduncusi diizenlenen iletisim fikirleri
yarismasinda Grafik Tasarim Bolumii 3. sinif
ogrencilerimiz Arzu Sultan Selvitop ve Hiima
Ozaydinhik dereceye girdi. Korsan tiriinlerle
miicadele konulu yarismaya 53 tiniversiteden
750%yi askin ogrenci katild. Selvitop’un basin
ilant tasarimt ikincilik (gazete-dergi daly),
Ozaydinhik’in animasyonu ise tigtinciiliik
(televizyon daly) odiillerini kazand.

Dogal Yasama
Teknoloji
Korumasi

Elektrik ve Elektronik Muhendisligi
Boliimii ogretim tiyesi Prof. Dr. Enis
Cetin ve arastirma grubu [Kivang
Kose (Elektrik ve Elektronik
Miuhendisligi 2012, doktora),

Fatih Erden (Elektrik ve Elektronik
Miihendisligi 2009, yiiksek lisans),
Osman Giinay (doktora ogrencisi)],
Guney Kibris'ta Avrupa Birligi

(AB) ve UNESCO’nun katkilariyla diizenlenen 4. Uluslararast Kiiltiir Miraslarimn Korunmast
Konusundaki Gelismeler Konferansi'nda en iyi makale édiilinii kazandi. AB 7. Cerceve
Programu tarafindan desteklenen FIRESENSE baslikl projeleri ile odiile deger gorilen Bilkentli
arastirmacilar;, bu proje kapsaminda kiiltiir mirast alanlanmn basta yangin olmak tizere sel

ve benzeti afetlerden korunmasint ve uzaktan takip edilebilmesini saglayan kamera ve sensor
tabanli bir otomatik algilama ve erken uyart sistemi gelistirdiler: Gelistirilen sisteminin aktif
olarak kullamldigr yerlere Antalya’min Kumluca ilcesinde bulunan Rhodiapolis antik kenti ile
Italya’n Prato bolgesindeki Montefferrato ve Galceti dogal yasam parklan érnek gosterilebilir.

Mustafa N. Parlar Odulleri

Coskun Kocabas Emrah Ozensoy

Prof. Dr. Ozgiir Ulusoy (Bilgisayar Muhendisligi Bolumiw), ¢calismalariyla bilim dinyasina
yerel ve uluslararasi olcekte onemli katkilarda bulunmus bilim insanlarnina verilen ODTU
Prof. Dr. Mustafa N. Parlar Egitim ve Arastirma Vakft Bilim Odili’ne deger gorildii.
Dog. Dr. Sinan Gezici (Elektrik ve Elektronik Mithendisligi Boliimi), Yrd. Do¢. Dr. Coskun
Kocabas (Fizik Bolimi) ve Yrd. Do¢. Dr. Emrah Ozensoy (Kimya Bolimil) ise vakfin
Arastirma Tesvik Odiili’ni kazandi. Bu édil, arastirmalariyla bilimin gelismesine katki
saglanus 40 yas alt bilim insanlarina veriliyor.
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“A crucial task of the
human visual system is to
determine the qualities of
the material that an object
is made of.”

Asst. Prof. Katja Doerschner is a faculty member in the Department of
Psychology. She has recently received the prestigious TUBITAK Incentive
Award in the field of Social Sciences.
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Can | eat it?

Could you tell us about your academic
experiences particularly those that
have led you to be a faculty member
and an active researcher in the field of
psychology?

When I look at the inspiration for choosing
psychology as my discipline, I have to
consider an earlier period, possibly the end
of secondary school or the beginning of high
school. I had always been interested in the
human mind. As a teenager it was more a
philosophical point of view, reading the usual
suspects like Nietzsche or Schopenhauer. My
specific interest in visual perception developed
a few years later, after I spent some time
studying art and design. As I learned about
the rules of composition I started to wonder
about the neural basis underlying aesthetic
experience. During that period I came across
“Sensation and Perception” by Bruce E.
Goldstein and I now use this text in one of
my courses. As I started reading the book I
quickly realized that I wanted to understand
at every possible detail how the brain gives
rise to conscious visual experience. This

has been my major quest since then. Thus
an academic path seemed the most natural
one. Throughout my subsequent academic
careet; from first undergraduate years on, I
have been extremely fortunate to have had
inspiring, supportive and brilliant advisors.
They taught me the tools of the trade,
scientific rigor; patience, and made academia
truly fun and rewarding. These days it is the
brilliant colleagues, collaborators and bright
students that sweeten the daily routines in
academic life.

How should | grasp it?

What are your current research
interests? Could you give details on
your TUBITAK awarded work?

The major focus of my research is on visual
perception, aiming to understand the
mechanisms by which the brain is able to
construct a rich perceptual experience from
the inherently ambiguous retinal input. A
crucial task of the human visual system is

to determine the qualities of the material
that an object is made of. Knowing the
material of an object can be as important

as knowing other meaning-giving properties
such as 3D shape. Correct identification

of surface material qualities affects basic
decisions such as whether food is edible, skin
is healthy, a road is slippery, or whether

an object is pliable. Human beings judge
material qualities in a split second, yet, the
ease with which this recognition occurs belies
the difficulty of the underlying information
processing task, and very little is known
about how the brain recognizes materials.

Iinvestigate what kind of information

the visual system utilizes to estimate

visual qualities and how this information

is extracted by the brain. In my work, 1

rely on a combination of methods ranging
from psychophysical experimentation,
computational modeling, and machine
learning to neuroimaging. In addition and
more recently, my colleagues and I have

had the unique opportunity to study an
individual with congenital malformations in
brain areas involved in visual processing. The
single gene responsible for this malformation
has been identified. As a consequence our
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research has the potential of contributing to
an understanding of how a single gene may
affect the structure and function of the visual
system, or conversely, the power of plasticity,
should we find that most visual function is
preserved in this patient despite the gross
anatomical abnormalities.

This latter project is part of a series of
similarly-rooted investigations aimed

at understanding the structural and
functional architecture of the human brain
by studying the influences of single gene
neurodevelopmental disorders. In addition

to vision, those investigations have been
tapping into other important aspects of
human behavior such as locomotion and
balance or bimanual coordination. The
projects rely heavily on interdisciplinary
collaborations: these endeavors wouldn’t be
possible without the groundbreaking work

at gene identification by our colleagues in

the Department of Molecular Biology and
Genetics at Bilkent University or the fantastic
neuroimaging infrastructure provided by the
University’s National Magnetic Resonance
Research Center (UMRAM). It is a great
environment with distinguished researchers,
students, personnel and an excellent
infrastructure. It is like a dream come true to
have an office right next to a 3 Tesla research
MR scanner. I consider myself very fortunate
to be part of this team effort of deciphering
the brain using a cutting edge multi-method
approach. It is these lines of work that I
received The Scientific and Technological
Research Council of Turkey’s (TUBITAK)
Incentive Award for.

This project you have mentioned
integrates psychophysical
experimentation and functional
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (fMRI).
What is the role of psychophysical
experimentation in understanding
human behavior and that of MRI in
understanding the human brain?

Let me explain this with the example of
visual perception. Fully understanding

the perceptual process involves, at the

very least, understanding three main
relationships: 1. What is the relationship
between the physical input (stimulus) and
psychological experience (perception)? 2.
What is the relationship between the physical
stimulus and the physiological response
(brain activity)? 3. What is the relationship
between the psychological experience and
the physiological response? You can easily
see that psychophysics and neuroimaging (or
neurophysiology) answer complementary
questions and are both necessary to



completely understand the perceptual process.

Having said that, I would not limit the tools
available to the psychologist or cognitive
neuroscientist to these two: computational
modeling is also essential in understanding
the brain. Models are important because they
may also tell you what abilities the brain
ought to have, thus generating predictions
and questions that systematically guide your
research. If a model works i.e. is consistent
with cortical functioning and/or behaviors we
might just have discovered a piece of truth
about the human mind, and after all that is
the goal.

In UMRAM you have been pursuing
research with scientists from other
disciplines. Is interdisciplinary work a
means of motivation for you?

Yes, I consider an interdisciplinary
environment absolutely integral to my

work. Having exchanges with researchers
from other fields opens up the mind for new
methodological and conceptual approaches
and solutions to one’s own research questions.
When you see creativity as divergent
thinking, that is, the ability to utilize ideas
across disciplines to solve a particular
problem, an interdisciplinary environment

is ideal to foster creativity. In order to take
advantage of this kind of environment you
also have to have expert knowledge in your
own field. In other words I need to be aware
of the problems, state of the art in brain,

and vision research so as to be able to realize
a possible new solution when I attend a
seminar in the departments of Electrical and
Electronics Engineering (EE) or Molecular
Biology and Genetics (MBG).

Bilkent is fantastic for this kind of approach.
In my case, the interdisciplinary ambience
has evolved from a source of inspiration to

a way of conducting research. Together with
researchers from the departments of EE and
MBG we are pursuing projects that would
not be possible by any of us individually. The
questions we can answer as a team may be
quite profound, for instance the effects of
single genes on the development of cortical
structure, function, and behavior, or how the
knowledge about the human visual system
can help solve practical problems in machine
vision. I really recommend going to talks that
are outside your field. Even if you understand
only 25% of the talk, these 25% may be the
“critical mass” needed to solve your problem,
or simply engaging your mind in something
else may release your blockage that stopped
you from finding that profound conclusion
sentence that you needed to finish your
paper. Plus, everything that you expose your
brain to will ultimately alter its chemistry
and structure, thereby your way of thinking.
Change is good!

What is the function of lab studies in
today’s psychology? What has changed
since Wundt founded the first formal
laboratory for psychological research at
the University of Leipzig in 1879?

Wundt was an adamant empiricist particularly
interested in sensation and perception. He
founded psychology as a natural science,

and for that purpose laboratory work is
absolutely integral. None of the questions

that I am trying to answer could be addressed
without highly controlled experimentation.

The measures we use are objective. In vision
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research, we are fortunate since we can make
exact physical measurements of what enters
the visual system. If you studied, say, love, it
is much harder to have objective measures of
the stimulus, i.e. to define what the input to
the system is. Of course, excellent researchers
are currently developing new tools and
approaches to also study these very important
yet somewhat elusive aspects of the human
mind. By measuring the psychological and/or
the physiological response to precisely-defined
physical stimulation, we can begin piecing
together the puzzle of how the brain gives
rise to conscious experience, action, emotion,
decision making etc.

Although Wundt aimed for objective measutes
of conscious experience the method he used,
namely introspection, was arguable not as
objective as he might have wished, since subject
and object of study were the same person.

Just think whether you could be an objective
observer of your own thought processes

and also keep in mind that there is a lot of
processing in the brain that is not available to
conscious thought. For these latter aspects new
methods like fMRI are great tools to reveal the
inner workings of the mind, and to yield a more
comprehensive picture about cortical processes.
I should add that while experimentation in the
laboratory is absolutely essential, I often also
rely on computational modeling and machine
learning approaches to understand visual
processes.

It could be stated that people are
mostly aware of applied psychologists
who may work directly with patients
and use their knowledge of human
behavior to solve real world problems
or help people overcome psychological
distress. In other words they may
literally know less about what research
psychologists do. What would you say
about this point?

That is probably correct. First of all, mental
illness or psychological distress is a topic

that most people can relate to, whereas the
question of how your brain accomplishes,

say, object recognition hardly enters anyone’s
mind. This may be because we take our
cognitive processes for granted when they
work. They become only visible when they

do not, like in illness or after a stroke, or
trauma, which is when you have to consult a
psychologist or psychiatrist for treatment and/
or rehabilitation. This may partially explain
the predominant link between psychology

and health related topics. Secondly, we can
partially blame the film industry for shaping
this popular view. Exaggerating a little I
suppose the lifestyle and work of a therapist
or forensic psychologist provide more enticing
movie material than watching someone sitting



in a pitch black room in front of a computer
monitor depicting a faint sine- wave grating
pressing buttons now and then.

What would you say about
psychology’s current role in supporting
human health?

Psychology is a broad discipline covering a
wide range of areas from social, forensic,
industrial-organizational, developmental,
cognitive, to biological or clinical areas.
Consequently the possibilities of contributing
to human health are as diverse as the field.
While the contributions of some areas may
seem more straight forward such as clinical
or developmental, those of others may be less
obvious. The issue somewhat boils down to
the question of applied versus basic research:
while healing and intervening is very much
applied, understanding the brain in health
and disease requires basic research. Howevet,
the knowledge gained from basic research
enables us to develop effective treatment,
early diagnosis tools, or may help prevent
disease. My work falls into this latter
category, basic research.

Considering your 4 years here, how do
you like Bilkent University?

Bilkent is a great place to live and work.

The top-notch research environment aside,
the campus makes it rather easy to arrange
research and family life. You do not even have

to leave campus to do your shopping or go to
the daycare. This is quite exceptional. I have
wonderful colleagues and collaborators; my
research is going well and has been funded
through national and international grants.

I .am happy here.

Please describe your teaching
philosophy. Which course is your
favorite among those you have been
teaching so far?

In my teaching I aim to demonstrate the
scientific approach and the creation of
knowledge as a dynamic and self-correcting
process. I point out when the facts in a

text book are not quite up to date or are
controversial. I sprinkle in original research
articles. I want to foster problem solving and
research skills, critical thought, and an ability
to express ideas coherently, all of which are
crucial skills in the workplace, be it in an
academic or industrial setting.

I believe that learning is truly facilitated by
a genuine interest in the topic. Hence I see
my task in teaching as three-fold: 1. to inspire
interest in the subject and to show how the
content of the course is relevant to the day to
day life and experiences of the student,

2. to challenge the student in the classroom
to be actively involved in deriving new ideas
and concepts, and to generate questions 3. to
test and consolidate what has been learned
through applied questions, project work and
homework.

I love teaching skills and methods, like
programming or statistics. Therefore
anything involving a lab section or hands
on part is really fun for me. Given my
research expertise, I also very much enjoy
teaching Perception Attention and Action
or Neuropsychology, introducing students

to the puzzles of the mind and hopefully
making them appreciate their brains’
amazing accomplishments in constructing a
meaningful interpretation of the surrounding
world.

Who is Katja Doerschner in her social
and personal life? What are her hobbies
and interests?

My favorite private “project” is my

nearly 3 year old daughter Sophie. Being

a psychologist I can’t help watching her
development also with a researcher’s eye.

It is tremendous fun to see her grow and it
is fascinating to witness the development of
human cognitive abilities. I really enjoy doing
crafts projects with het; in which I can also
live out my lowly artistic ambitions. If there
is an opportunity I enjoy swimming, skiing,
sailing, windsurfing, and hiking.
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Katja Doerschner received her
Ph.D. in Experimental Psychology
from New York University in 2006.
Before starting her faculty position
at Bilkent University in 2008, she
completed her post-doctoral training
at the University of Minnesota. Her
research interests include Biological
and Machine Vision, and Imaging
Genomics. Her work has appeared
in various journals such as Visual
Neuroscience, Journal of Vision,
Pattern Recognition, Current
Biology, and Nature Genetics.
She is a Marie Curie Fellow and
recipient of The Scientific and
Technological Research Council of
Turkey (TUBITAK) Incentive Award
in the field of Social Sciences in 2012.



bir basari oyk

“Turk bankacilik sektoru,
ekonominin ¢apasi1 konumunda.”

ING Bank Tiirkiye Genel Miidiirii Pinar Abay (Iktisat 1998),

18. saymmizin konuklarindandi. Abay, bize 2011 sonbaharinda,

hentiz 34 yasindayken atandigr genel miiduirliik gorevinin dinamiklerini
ve bankacilik sektoriintin kilit noktalarint anlatti.
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Soylesimize egitim ve kariyer
gecmisinizle baslayabilir miyiz?

Bilkent Iktisat sonrasinda ¢alisma hayatina
1998°de McKinsey & Company’nin Istanbul
ofisinde, bankacilik alaminda danigman
olarak basladim. 1,5 yithn ardindan

sirketin Silikon Vadisi ofisine basvurdum

ve kabul edildim; o donemde Harvard
Business School’da MBA yaptim. Sonra
New York ofisine gectim. Tiirkiye’nin gelisen
ekonomisinin bir parcasi olma heyecaniyla
tilkeye geri dondiim ve 2009°da McKinsey
Istanbul’a yonetici ortak oldum. 13 yil
calistigim McKinsey biinyesinde Avrupa,
ABD ve Turkiye’deki hemen hemen tiim
buytik bankalara damismanlik hizmeti
verdim. Ekim 2011°de ise ING Bank
Tiirkiye’ye genel midiir unvantyla katildim.

McKinsey’de danismanlik yaparken
ING Bank’a Tiirkiye operasyonlariyla
ilgili bir uyariniz tzerine is teklifi
aldiginizi okumustuk. Bu dykuyt
sizden dinleyebilir miyiz?

Bir toplantida ING Bank yoneticilerine
Tiirkiye'deki faaliyetlere yonelik bazi
onerilerde bulundum. Onlar da Turkiye icin
bir Turk genel mudiir arayisinda olduklarini
ilettiler ve Hollanda’ya davet ederek teklifte
bulundular. Dinyada énemli bir yere sahip
bir finans kurulusu olan ING’den geng yasta
béyle bir teklif almak beni onurlandirmisti.
Bugtin Avrupa’da kendini ispatlamis olan
Tirk bankacilik sektoriiniin ilerleyisinde rol
almak, Tiirkiye’nin gelisimine ve ytikselen
bir yildiz olan Tirkiye ekonomisinin
basarisina katkida bulunmak adina tilkeme
dondum. Ayrica, esimle birlikte cocuklarimizi

Tiirkiye’de biiytitmeyi istiyorduk. Bu iki sebep
bir araya gelince ING Grubu’nun teklifini
kabul ettim ve gorevime biiyiik bir heyecanla
basladim.

Hollanda merkezli ING Grubu sizi
Turkiye’deki bankasinin basma
getirdiginde 34 yasindaydiniz. Biraz
o ginlerden bahsedebilir misiniz?
Kamuoyu ve sektordeki yansimalar
nasildr?

Iceride, disanda, sektérde acaba diyen ¢ok
insan oldu; cunku alisilagelmisin disinda bir
profildim: Bankact degildim, bir bankamn
icinden gelmiyordum. Yasim ve kadin olmam
agisindan soru isareti uyandiran bir kisiydim,
ilk belli oldugunda acaba diyenlerin yam sira
bundan gurur duyanlar ve arayip cok icten
tebrik edenler oldu. McKinsey doneminde
sadece ING Bank degil, Avrupa ve Tirkiye'de
bircok bankann stratejilerinin kurulmasinda
onemli rol oynadim. Bu sebeple bankalarin
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iist diizey yonetimleriyle yakin ¢alismustim
ve beni tantyorlardi. Genel miudiir olduktan
sonra sektordeki yoneticilerden biiyiik destek
gordum. Bankacilik sektorine dinamizm
kattigr yoniinde geribildirimler aldim. Bu
siire¢ benim agimdan ¢ok énemli bir tecriibe
oldu. Sizinle ilgili cok farkli distinceleri
olan insanlari bir noktaya getirerek ve o
dustinceleri bir potada eriterek bir eylem
plant yuriitmeniz gerekiyor.

Yabana tlkelerin Turkiye’de bankacilik
sektorune yatirim yapmasi ve Turk
bankalarmin girdigi yabanci ortakliklar
surekli gindemde olan iki konu. Bu
konular hakkinda yorumunuz nedir?

Tiirk bankacilik sektorii, 2001 krizi sonrast
yeniden yapilandinlma stireci ve Ttirkiye
Cumhuriyet Merkez Bankasinin uyguladigt
makroekonomik politikalar sayesinde 2008
yilindaki kiiresel krizin etkilerine kars giiclii
bir durus sergiledi. Kriz ortamindan ¢ikip



guntimuzde istikrarl bir sekilde biiytiyen bir
Tiirkiye goriiyoruz. Turk bankactlik sektori
de ekonominin ¢capast konumunda. Yabanc
yatnmcilarin ilgisi de bunu dogruluyor.

Bankalar artik sadece kredi vermeyi
veya kart satmay degil, farklilasmak
icin KOBI'lere yonelmeyi tercih ediyor,
girisimcilige kap1 aciyor, tasarruf
stratejilerine de odaklaniyor. Bu
hususta ne dustniyorsunuz?

KOBTIler Tiirkiye’de istihdamin yiizde 80’ine,
toplam katma degerin ise ytizde 57’sine
sahip. Onlann surdurilebilir gelisimlerine
destek sunabilirsek, ancak o zaman uzun
soluklu is ortaklart olarak gercek katma
degeri yaratabiliriz. Tirkiye’nin lider
tasarruf bankast olmak, girisimci KOBIlerin
buytimesi ve diinya oyuncusu olmasina
destek vermek, dis ticaret yapan firmalarin
ana bankasi olmak gibi hedeflerimiz var.
KOBTlerin gelisimi, Cumhuriyet’in 100. yilint

kutlayacagimiz 2023 yilinda diinyann ilk 10
ekonomisi arasinda yer alabilmesi acisindan
bityitk oneme sahip. Bugtiniin KOBI'leri
2023’iin orta ve buyiik olcekli isletmeleri
olacak. Bu baglamda onlarin finansal
anlamda desteklenmesi biiytik onem tastyor.
Biz de Tiirkiye’de biiytime hedefleri olan ve
Tiirkiye ekonomisinin dinamosu KOBIlerle
ayni hedefi paylasan bir bankayiz. KOBI'lerle
uzun soluklu stratejik ortakliklar kurmayt
amachyorugz. Tiirkiye’deki KOBI'ler icin hizh
diistinen, ¢oziimler tireten, onlara yakin ve
hepsinden nemlisi givenilir bir bankacilik
anlayisint temsil ediyoruz.

Goreve ilk basladiginizda sahadaki
sube midurleriyle tek tek
tanisacaginizi, kadronuzdaki yeni
iniversite mezunlariyla da bir araya
geleceginizi sdylemistiniz. Bu bakis,
yoneticilik anlayisimz hakkinda
ipuclart m1 tasiyor?
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Bir liderin buttin bir yapiyr kucaklayabilmesi,
yani benim konumumda sahadan genel
miidirliige kadar bir takim ruhu icinde
calismast gerekir. Goreve basladigim ilk ti¢
hafta boyunca tiim bélge mudirliklerimizi ve
bagh subeleri ziyaret ettim. Gerek sahadaki
arkadaslarimi tammak gerek is stireclerini
iyilestirmek konusunda onlara destek

olmak bakimindan bu ziyaretler benim icin
cok onemliydi. Geng bir yonetici olmamin
gencleri cesaretlendirecegine, onlarin daha
hizli yol almalarina 6n ayak olacagina
inantyorum. Bu ytizden bankamizdaki
yonetici adaylart ile stk stk bir araya gelmeye
ve sohbet etmeye ¢calistyorum. Herkesin sesini
duyurabildigi, acik bir iletisim ortaminin
dnemine inantyorum.

Calisan profiliniz nasil? Kadronuzu
olustururken dikkat ediyorsunuz?

Ozu sozi bir insanlarla calismak, isini iyi
yaptigi kadar iyi bir insan da olan, takim
calismasina yatkin, markasina inanan ve

bu marka altinda her giin heyecanla ise
gelen, calisma azmi yiiksek kisilerden olusan
bir ekip ile yiirimeye dzen gosteriyorum;
béyle bir ekibe uyum saglayacak secimler
yapmaya ¢alistyorum. Bu gortisiin her zaman
basart getirecegine inantyorum. Ekibim

de bilgi ve becerisi ytiksek, farkl kiiltiirel
zenginliklere sahip, biiytk bir 6zveri ile
calisan arkadaslarimdan olusuyor. Biiyiik
markalarda calismis miitevaz kisilerden
olusan, geng bir yonetimimiz var. Iddia
ediyorum ki bankacilik sektorunin en iyi
lider takimina sahibim. Kadin istthdamina
onem veriyorum; calisanlarimizin %55’ini
kadinlar olusturuyor, yonetimde ise bu oran
%25 civarinda.



Bankaciligin yogun temposunda
calisanlarim konsantrasyonu ve
memnuniyetini dst seviyede tutmak
icin neler yapmak gerekir?

Performansa dayalt kisa ve uzun donem
tesvikler, banka ici kariyer firsatlar ve terfi,
yurtdist kariyer olanaklar, isveren katkilu
bireysel emeklilik ve sektorde rekabetci

diger yan haklar motivasyona etki ediyor.
ING Bank olarak ana hedeflerimizden biri,
en cok calisilmak istenen kurum olmaktir.

Bu dogrultuda, calisanlara daha keyifli

bir calisma ortami saglamak amaciyla

bircok uygulama hayata geciriyoruz.
Calisanlanimizdan aldigimiz olumlu
geribildirimler dogru yolda oldugumuzu
gosteriyor. Ote yandan her yil dizenledigimiz
Kazanan Performans Kiiltiirii anketi

ile calisanlarimiz beklentilerini bize
aktarabiliyor; anket sonuclarina gore yapilan
diizenlemeler motivasyonu artiriyor.

ING Bank’in kisa ve uzun vadede
Turkiye plani nedir?

ING Bank olarak Tiirkiye’nin ekonomik
buytime stratejisine paralel bir vizyonla
hareket ediyoruz. Bugiine kadar bircok
yenilik¢i tirtin tasarladik. Sektore Tirkiye
ekonomisinin en temel sorunlanndan biri
olan tasarrufu tesvik edecek tiriinler sunduk.
Tiirkiye'deki diistik tasarruf oranlarina
dikkat ¢cekmek ve birikime tesvik amaciyla
iic ayda bir Tiirkiye'nin Tasarruf Egilimleri
Arastirmasr'm gerceklestiriyoruz.
Kurumsal musterilerimize ise finanslar
cozumlerin yam sira is kapasitelerini
artiracak yeni platformlar yaratiyor, yeni
pazarlara acilmalar icin damsmanhk

destegi veriyoruz. 23 tlkede bulunan

Tiirkiye kiirstilerimiz ve 40 tilkeyi kapsayan
uluslararast yaygin bankacilik agimiz ile
kiiresel olcekli firmalarimiza bircok avantaj
ve kolaylk sunuyoruz. Oniimiizdeki dénemde
de yerel ihtiyaclar iyi analiz etmeye devam
ederek miisterilerimizin finansal geleceklerine
katkt saglamaya ve birikimlerine deger
katmaya devam edecegiz.

Bankacilig1 hedefleyen yeni mezunlara
neler dnerirsiniz? Sektore nasil bir
donanimla hazirlanmalilar?

Basarmn insanmin kendisine inanmast ile
miimkiin olacagim diisiinityorum. Bunun en
guzel yolu da hep daha iyisini, daha ilerisini
istemekten, yani hedef koymaktan geciyor.
Zorluklar asabileceginizi ve hedeflere
ulasabileceginizi kendinize ispatladiginiz
noktada kendinize olan inancimz artar.

Daha iyiyi isterken kurdugunuz hayaller

de heyecammizi hep ayakta tutar. Iste bu
heyecan her giine yeni bir enetji kazandiriyor
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ve basariya daha da yaklastyorsunuz.
Ogrenme heyecammiz da hi¢ bitmemeli.

Hobilerinize vakit ayirabiliyor musunuz?

Ben hayatim boyunca hep cok calistim; hayat
diizenim hep calisma tizerine kurulu oldu. Bu
yogun tempoda en biiyiik hobim ¢cocuklarim;
7 yasinda bir kizim, 2 yasinda bir oglum

var. Hafta sonlanimi tamamen ¢ocuklarima
ayirtyorum. En kiymetli zamanlarim onlarla
gecirdigim zamanlar.

Sozu Bilkent’in profesyonel yasaminiza
katkilariyla bitirebilir miyiz?

Okudugunuz tiniversitenin, gelecek
beklentilerinizi ve kariyer planlamalarimzi
buyiik ol¢iide etkiledigine inantyorum. Benim
basarimin temelinde de Bilkent’in vizyonu

ve egitim sistemi yatiyor. Bilkentli olmak ve
degerli hocalarimizin bize kattigt bakis agist
her zaman giivende hissettiriyor.



