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Bilkent Symphony Orchestra
stages Puecini’s La Boheme

Today Bilkent Symphony Orchestra stages"Fucclm s ‘La Bohéme# opera at Bllkent s Odeon
concert hall in Ankara. The show takes place under the directorate of the art director, Isin Metin

[STANBUL

ilkent Symphony Or-

chestra (BSO) is staging

Italian composer Giaco-
mo Puccini’s most famous oper-
atic work La Boheéme. The show,
which will take place at Bilkent
Odeon concert hall under the di-
rectorate of the art director Isin
Metin, who has been directing
the orchestra since 2010.

The opera will be hosting
many renowned opera stars on
the stage. Tenor Biilent Bezdiiz
will be playing the poet Rodolfo,
soprano Burcu Uyar will be
playing tailor Mimi and Serkan
Kocadere will be playing paint-
er Marcello. The singer Muset-
ta will be played by Gorkem Ez-
gl Yildirim, musician Schaunard
will be Inang Makinel and phi-
losopher Colline will be Tuncay
Kurtoglu.

The Bulgaria Joint Orchestra,
under the leadership of Rumen
Raychev, will be accompanying

. the Bilkent Orchestra.
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The concert and the show is
one of the most important events

of the orchestra as BSO aims to
spread the appreciation of music
at the national level, undertak-
ing international activities and
developing cooperation . with
institutions abroad, through
events such as the “Bilkent Con-
cert Series,” “Turkish Compos-
ers Week,” “Education Con-
certs” and “The Bilkent Interna-
tional Anatolia Music Festival.”
In pursuit of these objectives, the
orchestra has toured Italy (1998),
Germany (2000), Belgium (2001),
Portugal (2000) and Switzerland

(2002-2004 Montreux Festival).

In February 2004 the orchestra
also toured Tokyo (Japan).

Famous opera artists

The artists of the show are al-
s0 among the best known opera
artists of Turkey. From Mersin
State Opera and Ballet, Biilent
Bezdiiz has appeared on stage in
Israel, France, Sweden, the Unit-
ed States and Greece. His record-
ing of Sir Colin Davis's work
“The Opera of Troy” received
the best opera recording Gram-
my award. He has performed

with great conductors such as
Sir Colin Davis, Riccardo Chail-
ly, Enrique Mazzola, David Per-
ry, Pietro Rizzo, Vladimir Ju-
rowsky, and famous orchestras
including the Amsterdam Co-

certgebouw and the London
Symphony Orchestra (LSO). He
has also appeared many times at
the Aspendos International Op-
era Festival. He also made a re-
cording of Les Troyens and Fal-

staff with the LSO under Sir Co-
lin Davis.

Living in Berlin, Burcu Uyar,
who plays one of the leading
roles in the show, is the winner
of the Associazione aeCon-_
certistica Italiana award.

In 2011, she won Andante’s
Donizetti Classic Music Award
for “The best female opera artist.”

Bariton Serkan Kocadere, from
Ankara State Opera and Ballet is
the soloist and Soprano Gorkem
Ezgi Yildinm received the best
voice award in the Young Soloists
Association’s competition.

La Bohéme as an opera is based
on “Scénes de la vie de boheme”
by Henri Murger. Since then, La
Boheme has become part of the
standard Italian opera repertoire
and is one of the most frequently
performed operas worldwide.

The success of the opera has
carried it to the 20th century. La
Bohéme continued to gain in-
ternational popularity through-
out the early 20th century and
the Opéra-Comique alone had
already presented the opera 100
times by 1903.

Bilkent Symphony Orchestra
will be staging the show for An-
kara’s opera lovers at Bilkent Uni-
versity. ® HDN




