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Flags and national emblems play a crucial role in the visual representations of national identity and in identitarian constructions. 

In preparation for the U.S. authorities handing over power to a new interim Iraqi government, the Iraqi Governing Council (IGC) launched an artistic competition to design a new flag. The winning design, adopted by the IGC in April 2004, was submitted by the Iraqi architect Rif`at al-Chadirji. Rather than command immediate respect and loyalty, as national symbols are supposed to do, the new flag evoked violent reactions and hot debates. Faced with widespread dissatisfaction, the IGC relegated the flag's official sanctioning to the national assembly to be elected in 2005. 

This paper will begin by tracing the story of the design of the new flag, compare and contrast it with the different flags and emblems the Iraqi state since its inception in 1921, with especial reference to the last flag adopted by the Baathi regime. Following a survey of the debate around the proposed flag, the paper will conclude with a critical analysis of the visual manipulation envolved in the new flag' in the light of the notion of a 'non-Arab Iraq' propagated by politicians and intellectuals of the ex-Iraqi opposition.

